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MSc Biodiversity
and Taxonomy of
Plants

A unique programme that prepares future
generations of skilled botanists.

A one-year Masters course run jointly with the University of Edinburgh.

Focuses on understanding the diversity of the world of plants with a
strong emphasis on their identification.

Full-time and part-time options available.
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MSc Biodiversity and Taxonomy of Plants

Biodiversity

Diversity of Angiosperms
Diversity of Cryptogams

Applications

Molecular Tools for Plant and Fungal Diversity
Biogeography & Conservation of Plants and Fungi

Research skills

Taxonomy and Plant Collections
Research Skills for Plant and Fungal Diversity
Research Project
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Training

244 MSc student
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25 postgraduate g$
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Training

26 Belizean
students
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Collections

>1,700 herbarium specimens

>600 different species
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1 La Milpa

[ ]
I'] 2 East Gate, Hill Bank Field Station,
O e C I O S d Tiger Creek

3 Indian Creek, Monkey Bay

4 Belmopan

5 Belize Botanic Gardens, San Ignacio

6 Baldy Beacon, Big Rock Falls,
Blancaneaux Lodge, Guacamallo Bridge,
Little Vaqueros Creek, North Line, Pinol
Sands, Privassion Creek, Rosado’s Cabin

D D i 7 7 Caracol, Las Cuevas Research Station,
> er arlul I I SpeCIl I |enS Monkey Tail Branch, San Pastor
7 ) 3 8 Ben’s Bluff, CBWS Visitors’ Centre,
: Outlier Peak, Tiger Fern, Victoria Peak
9 BFREE Field Station, Bladen Nature
Reserve, Deep River Forest Reserve North

>600 different species o B &=
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Map of Belize. Areas 1-10 represent individual collecting localities or clusters of
collecting localities (31 in total) visited by students on the Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh’s Biodiversity and Taxonomy of Plants field course. The different
sizes of circle indicate the approximate number of herbarium specimens
collected during the field course or return visits to Belize for M.Sc. thesis
projects (see Table 2). Inset, location of Belize within Central America.

BFREE, Belize Foundation for Research and Environmental Education; CBWS,
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Collections

Endemic species

13
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Collections

15 new country records

14

HERB. HORT. EDINB.

Don

Matelea magnifolia (Pittier) Woodson
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Solanum torvum Sw.
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0. RENSHAW

A checklist of the vascular plants of the lowland savannas of Belize,
Central America

ZOE A. GOODWIN', GERMAN N. LOPEZ’, NEIL STUART’, SAMUEL G M. BRIDGEWATER'

ELSPETH M. HASTON', IAIN D. CAMERON’, DIMITRIS MICHELAKIS’, JAMES A. RATTER

PETER A. FURLEY’, ELMA KAY?, CAROLINE WHITEFOORD*, JAMES SOLOMON’, £
LLOYD' & DAVID J. HARRIS'

Leading to four papers |

URBAN

Post-MSc research

NATURAL
HISTORY

USEUM

EDINBURGH JOURNAL OF BOTANY 6 2
Triees of the Rogal Botanic Garden Edinbargh
a0 OISR 00102
ORY OF FOREST ON
: ONE AND METAMORPHIC 3 2
St lek\n IN THE CHIQUIBUL FOREST, R 7 A D O OF I
2. WITH FOCUS ON WOODY TAXA EDINBURGH JOURNAL OF BOTANY 63 (1) 2006) ~ > : ) R e )
CENTRAL AMERICA
010,101 TISOG0A2BG0S00083% O Trusos of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 2006
HOM. Bapex! T. Sarxiien?, D. A. Conoe! 24, ot it Hicks', Z. A. Goopwix', S. G. M. Bingewater’, D. J. Haris'
C. MarTuews?, H. VANDROT C PenNIL & P. A. FurLEY
D. R. BayLy’ 8. G RIDGEWATER3 )

THE MACAL RIVER: A FLORISTIC AND A vascular plant spsics st and description s provided for the San Pator S
PHYTOSOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF A THREATENED oseidyionds sttty
RIVERINE VEGETATION COMMUNITY IN BELIZE on under
<

L. URBAN'Y, S. G. M. BRIDGEWATER® & D. J. HARRIS' ) ) r’ SRR Ao e o VAR NATURAL HISTORY OF s

o oc o s| ¥ of 43 % & . 2
: e National Park. ¢ Raspacul L ac « anden Edinby ) e o Gl ottt
of va floor and 0.1 ha of samp! A specics checklist is presented for a streteh of the scasonally flooded Macal River in s B o . "
alms and liana X g onally the Cayo \‘mm: of Belize, toether with prelimina ytos gical data for the — e B terorn Do s
d in the Up paculo wate O y ew s ords s i and a sou s anna pla

r horses
o c o e % of the flora of Belize. Results of quantitative
on, and im 0

Sampling indicatc that g ra dominates the river corridor. Oth | lippm gty s g i INSIDE THE MAYA FOREST
important woody associatc: ea calophylla, C. utriculosa, Calypiranthes AN ILLUSTRATED GENERIC KEY AND UPDATED 2 sy s
:"i;:f/‘,;’,’,‘,; L aniona, L oo Sl "“I’;m";";‘_’"_m LIST OF THE GRASSES (POACEAE) OF BELIZ i g - SAMUEL BRIDGEWATER
tion in the rey ¢ : ream of the study sitc. The current 3 T
work provides bascline floristic and ccological data for this threatened riparian habitat S. P. SYLVESTER
and documents the structure and composition of vegetation that exists downstream
from the dam before its construction.

nt and co
ic terrain, La Selva Maya. limestone

Keywords. Belize, Chalillo Dam, floristics, Macal River, Maya Mountains,

phytosociology, riparian vegetation, riverine community many of the genera. An up-to-date list of the grasses of

Keywords. Belize, checklist, diagnostic key, Gramineac, identification, Mesoamerica
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Science

Long-term impact

Meet Dr. Denver Cayetano

Science Program Manager — Sustainable
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Goodwin, Z.A. et al. (2020) Belize and the RBGE: Reflecting on 16 years of collaborative training. Edinburgh Journal of Botany. 77 (2): 291-309.

Learning on the job: students make valuable scientific discoveries. Botanics Stories. https://stories.rbge.org.uk/archives/32959
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