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MSc Biodiversity 
and Taxonomy of 
Plants 
A unique programme that prepares future 
generations of skilled botanists. 

A one-year Masters course run jointly with the University of Edinburgh.

Focuses on understanding the diversity of the world of plants with a 
strong emphasis on their identification.

Full-time and part-time options available.

                 

Further 
information:

Apply now:



MSc Biodiversity and Taxonomy of Plants

Biodiversity
Diversity of Angiosperms
Diversity of Cryptogams

Applications
Molecular Tools for Plant and Fungal Diversity
Biogeography & Conservation of Plants and Fungi

Research skills
Taxonomy and Plant Collections
Research Skills for Plant and Fungal Diversity
Research Project
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244 MSc students
25 postgraduate
9 other
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26 Belizean 
students
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>1,700 herbarium specimens

>600 different species
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>1,700 herbarium specimens

>600 different species

24 localities

Map of Belize. Areas 1–10 represent individual collecting localities or clusters of
collecting localities (31 in total) visited by students on the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh’s Biodiversity and Taxonomy of Plants field course. The different 
sizes of circle indicate the approximate number of herbarium specimens 
collected during the field course or return visits to Belize for M.Sc. thesis 
projects (see Table 2). Inset, location of Belize within Central America. 
BFREE, Belize Foundation for Research and Environmental Education; CBWS, 
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary.



Endemic species
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15 new country records

Collections
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Ipomoea aristolochiifolia G. Don Solanum torvum Sw.

Matelea magnifolia (Pittier) Woodson

Pinguicula sharpii Casper & K.Kondo
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Eight MSc thesis projects

Leading to four papers

Post-MSc research



Science
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Long-term impact



Thank you

Goodwin, Z.A. et al. (2020) Belize and the RBGE: Reflecting on 16 years of collaborative training. Edinburgh Journal of Botany. 77 (2): 291–309.

Learning on the job: students make valuable scientific discoveries. Botanics Stories. https://stories.rbge.org.uk/archives/32959
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